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THECONSTITUTIONOFJAPAN （日本国憲法１９４６）
We,theJapanesepeople,actingthroughourdulyelectedrepresentativesintheNationalDiet,

determinedthatweshallsecureforourselvesandourposteritythefruitsofpeacefulcooperation
withallnationsandtheblessingsoflibertythroughoutthisland,andresolvedthatneveragain
shallwebevisitedwiththehorrorsofwarthroughtheactionofgovernment,doproclaimthat
sovereignpowerresideswiththepeopleanddofirmlyestablishthisConstitution.Governmentis
asacredtrustofthepeople,theauthorityforwhichisderivedfromthepeople,thepowersof
whichareexercisedbytherepresentativesofthepeople,andthebenefitsofwhichareenjoyedby
thepeople.ThisisauniversalprincipleofmankinduponwhichthisConstitutionisfounded.We
rejectandrevokeallconstitutions,laws,ordinances,andrescriptsinconflictherewith.

We,theJapanesepeople,desirepeaceforalltimeandaredeeplyconsciousofthehighideals
controllinghumanrelationship,andwehavedeterminedtopreserveoursecurityandexistence,
trustinginthejusticeandfaithofthepeace-lovingpeoplesoftheworld.Wedesiretooccupyan
honoredplaceinaninternationalsocietystrivingforthepreservationofpeace,andthebanishment
oftyrannyandslavery,oppressionandintoleranceforalltimefromtheearth.Werecognizethat
allpeoplesoftheworldhavetherighttoliveinpeace,freefromfearandwant.

Webelievethatnonationisresponsibletoitselfalone,butthatlawsofpoliticalmoralityare
universal;andthatobediencetosuchlawsisincumbentuponallnationswhowouldsustaintheir
ownsovereigntyandjustifytheirsovereignrelationshipwithothernations.
We,theJapanesepeople,pledgeournationalhonortoaccomplishthesehighidealsand

purposeswithallourresources.

CHAPTERI.THEEMPEROR

Article1.TheEmperorshallbethesymboloftheStateandoftheunityofthepeople,deriv-
inghispositionfromthewillofthepeoplewithwhomresidessovereignpower.

Article2.TheImperialThroneshallbedynasticandsucceededtoinaccordancewiththe
ImperialHouseLawpassedbytheDiet

Article3.TheadviceandapprovaloftheCabinetshallberequiredforallactsoftheEmperor
inmattersofstate,andtheCabinetshallberesponsibletherefor.
Article4.TheEmperorshallperformonlysuchactsinmattersofstateasareprovidedforin

thisConstitutionandheshallnothavepowersrelatedtogovernment.
TheEmperormaydelegatetheperformanceofhisactsinmattersofstateasmaybeprovided

bylaw.
Article5.When,inaccordancewiththeImperialHouseLaw,aRegencyisestablished,the

RegentshallperformhisactsinmattersofstateintheEmperor’sname.Inthiscase,paragraph
oneoftheprecedingarticlewillbeapplicable.

Article6.TheEmperorshallappointthePrimeMinisterasdesignatedbytheDiet.
TheEmperorshallappointtheChiefJudgeoftheSupremeCourtasdesignatedbytheCabinet.
Article7.TheEmperor,withtheadviceandapprovaloftheCabinet,shallperformthefollow-

ingactsinmattersofstateonbehalfofthepeople:
Promulgationofamendmentsoftheconstitution,laws,cabinetordersandtreaties.
ConvocationoftheDiet.
DissolutionoftheHouseofRepresentatives.
ProclamationofgeneralelectionofmembersoftheDiet.
AttestationoftheappointmentanddismissalofMinistersofStateandotherofficialsas
providedforbylaw,andoffullpowersandcredentialsofAmbassadorsandMinisters.
Attestationofgeneralandspecialamnesty,commutationofpunishment,reprieve,andres-
torationofrights.
Awardingofhonors.
Attestationofinstrumentsofratificationandotherdiplomaticdocumentsasprovidedfor
bylaw.

Receivingforeignambassadorsandministers.
Performanceofceremonialfunctions.
Article8.Nopropertycanbegivento,orreceivedby,theImperialHouse,norcananygifts

bemadetherefrom,withouttheauthorizationoftheDiet.
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CHAPTERII.RENUNCIATIONOFWAR

Article9.Aspiringsincerelytoaninternationalpeacebasedonjusticeandorder,the
Japanesepeopleforeverrenouncewarasasovereignrightofthenationandthethreatoruseof
forceasmeansofsettlinginternationaldisputes.

Inordertoaccomplishtheaimoftheprecedingparagraph,land,sea,andairforces,aswellas
otherwarpotential,willneverbemaintained.Therightofbelligerencyofthestatewillnotbe
recognized.

CHAPTERIII.RIGHTSANDDUTIESOFTHEPEOPLE

Article10.TheconditionsnecessaryforbeingaJapanesenationalshallbedeterminedbylaw.
Article11.Thepeopleshallnotbepreventedfromenjoyinganyofthefundamentalhuman

rights.ThesefundamentalhumanrightsguaranteedtothepeoplebythisConstitutionshallbe
conferreduponthepeopleofthisandfuturegenerationsaseternalandinviolaterights.
Article12.ThefreedomsandrightsguaranteedtothepeoplebythisConstitutionshallbe

maintainedbytheconstantendeavorofthepeople,whoshallrefrainfromanyabuseofthesefree-
domsandrightsandshallalwaysberesponsibleforutilizingthemforthepublicwelfare.

Article13.Allofthepeopleshallberespectedasindividuals.Theirrighttolife,liberty,and
thepursuitofhappinessshall,totheextentthatitdoesnotinterferewiththepublicwelfare,bethe
supremeconsiderationinlegislationandinothergovernmentalaffairs.

Article14.Allofthepeopleareequalunderthelawandthereshallbenodiscriminationin
political,economicorsocialrelationsbecauseofrace,creed,sex,socialstatusorfamilyorigin.

Peersandpeerageshallnotberecognized.
Noprivilegeshallaccompanyanyawardofhonor,decorationoranydistinction,norshallany

suchawardbevalidbeyondthelifetimeoftheindividualwhonowholdsorhereaftermayreceiveit.
Article15.Thepeoplehavetheinalienablerighttochoosetheirpublicofficialsandtodismiss

them.
Allpublicofficialsareservantsofthewholecommunityandnotofanygroupthereof.
Universaladultsuffrageisguaranteedwithregardtotheelectionofpublicofficials.
Inallelections,secrecyoftheballotshallnotbeviolated.Avotershallnotbeanswerable,

publiclyorprivately,forthechoicehehasmade.
Article16.Everypersonshallhavetherightofpeacefulpetitionfortheredressofdamage,

fortheremovalofpublicofficials,fortheenactment,repealoramendmentoflaws,ordinancesor
regulationsandforothermatters;norshallanypersonbeinanywaydiscriminatedagainstfor
sponsoringsuchapetition.

Article17.EverypersonmaysueforredressasprovidedbylawfromtheStateorapublic
entity,incasehehassuffereddamagethroughillegalactofanypublicofficial.

Article18.Nopersonshallbeheldinbondageofanykind.Involuntaryservitude,exceptas
punishmentforcrime,isprohibited.

Article19.Freedomofthoughtandconscienceshallnotbeviolated.
Article20.Freedomofreligionisguaranteedtoall.Noreligiousorganizationshallreceive

anyprivilegesfromtheState,norexerciseanypoliticalauthority.
Nopersonshallbecompelledtotakepartinanyreligiousact,celebration,riteorpractice.
TheStateanditsorgansshallrefrainfromreligiouseducationoranyotherreligiousactivity.
Article21.Freedomofassemblyandassociationaswellasspeech,pressandallotherforms

ofexpressionareguaranteed.
Nocensorshipshallbemaintained,norshallthesecrecyofanymeansofcommunicationbe
violated.

Article22.Everypersonshallhavefreedom tochooseandchangehisresidenceandto
choosehisoccupationtotheextentthatitdoesnotinterferewiththepublicwelfare.

Freedomofallpersonstomovetoaforeigncountryandtodivestthemselvesoftheirnation-
alityshallbeinviolate.

Article23.Academicfreedomisguaranteed.
Article24.Marriageshallbebasedonlyonthemutualconsentofbothsexesanditshallbe

maintainedthroughmutualcooperationwiththeequalrightsofhusbandandwifeasabasis.
Withregardtochoiceofspouse,propertyrights,inheritance,choiceofdomicile,divorceand

othermatterspertainingtomarriageandthefamily,lawsshallbeenactedfromthestandpointof
individualdignityandtheessentialequalityofthesexes.

Article25.Allpeopleshallhavetherighttomaintaintheminimumstandardsofwholesome
andculturedliving.

Inallspheresoflife,theStateshalluseitsendeavorsforthepromotionandextensionofsocial
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welfareandsecurity,andofpublichealth,
Article26.Allpeopleshallhavetherighttoreceiveanequaleducationcorrespondentto

theirability,asprovidedbylaw.
Allpeopleshallbeobligatedtohaveallboysandgirlsundertheirprotectionreceiveordinary

educationasprovidedforbylaw.Suchcompulsoryeducationshallbefree.
Article27.Allpeopleshallhavetherightandtheobligationtowork.
Standardsforwages,hours,restandotherworkingconditionsshallbefixedbylaw.
Childrenshallnotbeexploited.
Article28.Therightofworkerstoorganizeandtobargainandactcollectivelyisguaranteed.
Article29.Therighttoownortoholdpropertyisinviolable.
Propertyrightsshallbedefinedbylaw,inconformitywiththepublicwelfare.
Privatepropertymaybetakenforpublicuseuponjustcompensationtherefor.
Atricle30.Thepeopleshallbeliabletotaxationasprovidedbylaw.
Article31.Nopersonshallbedeprivedoflifeorliberty,norshallanyothercriminalpenalty

beimposed,exceptaccordingtoprocedureestablishedbylaw.
Article32.Nopersonshallbedeniedtherightofaccesstothecourts.
Article33.Nopersonshallbeapprehendedexceptuponwarrantissuedbyacompetentjudi-

cialofficerwhichspecifiestheoffensewithwhichthepersonischarged,unlessheisapprehended,
theoffensebeingcommitted.
Article34.Nopersonshallbearrestedordetainedwithoutbeingatonceinformedofthe

chargesagainsthimorwithouttheimmediateprivilegeofcounsel;norshallhebedetainedwithout
adequatecause;andupondemandofanypersonsuchcausemustbeimmediatelyshowninopen
courtinhispresenceandthepresenceofhiscounsel.
Article35.Therightofallpersonstobesecureintheirhomes,papersandeffectsagainst

entries,searchesandseizuresshallnotbeimpairedexceptuponwarrantissuedforadequatecause
andparticularlydescribingtheplacetobesearchedandthingstobeseized,orexceptasprovided
byArticle33.
Eachsearchorseizureshallbemadeuponseparatewarrantissuedbyacompetentjudicial

officer.
Article36.Theinflictionoftorturebyanypublicofficerandcruelpunishmentsareabsolutely

forbidden.
Article37.Inallcriminalcasestheaccusedshallenjoytherighttoaspeedyandpublictrial

byanimpartialtribunal.
Heshallbepermittedfullopportunitytoexamineallwitnesses,andheshallhavetherightof

compulsoryprocessforobtainingwitnessesonhisbehalfatpublicexpense.
Atalltimestheaccusedshallhavetheassistanceofcompetentcounselwhoshall,iftheaccused

isunabletosecurethesamebyhisownefforts,beassignedtohisusebytheState.
Article38.Nopersonshallbecompelledtotestifyagainsthimself.
Confessionmadeundercompulsion,tortureorthreat,orafterprolongedarrestordetention

shallnotbeadmittedinevidence.
Nopersonshallbeconvictedorpunishedincaseswheretheonlyproofagainsthimishisown

confession.
Article39.Nopersonshallbeheldcriminallyliableforanactwhichwaslawfulatthetimeit

wascommitted,orofwhichhehasbeenacquitted,norshallhebeplacedindoublejeopardy.
Article40.Anyperson,incaseheisacquittedafterhehasbeenarrestedordetained,may

suetheStateforredressasprovidedbylaw.

CHAPTERVIII.LOCALSELF-GOVERNMENT

Article92.Regulationsconcerningorganizationandoperationsoflocalpublicentitiesshall
befixedbylawinaccordancewiththeprincipleoflocalautonomy.

CHAPTERX.SUPREMELAW

Article99.TheEmperorortheRegentaswellasMinistersofState,membersoftheDiet,
judges,andallotherpublicofficialshavetheobligationtorespectandupholdthisConstitution.
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